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lEISH fflGRATORY AGRICELTDRiL lABOURERS, 


1896. 


TO HIS EXCELLENCY 
GEORGE HENRY, EARL CADOGAN, K.G., 
Ac., &c., &c., 


Lord Lietjtinant General and General Goternob of Ibblabd. 


May it please tour Excellency, 

I have the honour to submit the following Report and Tables concerning Irish 
Agricultural Labourers who habitually seek employment at a distance from tiieir own 
homes, especially in England and Scotland. These Tables, which set forth the 
information on the subject obtained at the homes of the migratory labourers by the 
enumerators of agricultural statistics, are in continuation of those presented annually 
since the year 1880, and are comparable with the statistics of iMigratory Labourers 
published in the Report on the Census of Ireland for 1841. 

It appears from the Tables that there were in June of this year 16,312 persons, 
or 3*5 per 1,000 of the population according to the Census of 1891, who had either left 
or intended to leave their homes to seek employment as agricultural labourers else- 
where : of these, 8,593 had not left their homes at the time of the enumeration- The 
corresponding number for 1895 was 14,1 19, allowing an increase of 2,193 in the present 
year. 

As in previous Reports, the chief points of interest with regard to. migratory 
agricultural labourers may be dealt with under the following heads : — 

I. Their distribution in Ireland when at home, 
n. Their relative proportion to the population : — 

(a.) To the total population ; 

(5.) To the adult male population. 

III. Their social position when at home as measured by the extent of their holdings, 
if any. 

IV. Their destination. 
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AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS, IRELAND. 1896. 


I. The diatribuiion of agricultural labourers in Ireland when at home . — This is shown 

in the following statement 


TiBLB L Showing for each County oml Province the number of Migratory Agricultural Labourers 

whose usual residence is situated therein ; with the proportion of such Labourers to every 1,000 
of the population, for the years 1893, 1S94, 1895, and 1898, respectively. 
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The number of Migratory Agricultural Labourers returned in 1880 was 22,900; in 
1881— 21,322 ;m 1882— 16,836 ; in 1883— 14,780 ; in 1884— 14,413 ; in 1885—13,140; 
in 1886—12,375; in 1887—12,423; in 1888—11,723; in 1889 — 12,028; in 1890 — 
14,081; in 1891—13,129; in 1892—14,783 ; in 1893—14,761 ; in 1894—15,615 ; in 
1895— 14,119; and in 1896 — 16,312. 

More than foor-fifths of the entire number for 1896, namely, 13,294, are natives 
of the Province of Connaught. Of these, 8,863 come from the county of Mayo 
alone, which county furnishes over one-half of all the Irish migratory labourera 
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MIGRATORY AGRICULTURAL LABOURERS. 


They were distributed among the various Poor Law Unions in Mayo ; the principal 
bein^ Swineford, 4,063; Claremorris, 1,373; Castlebar, 1,150; and Westport, 1,113 
(see Table II. and Table in Appendix). In 1S41 also, Mayo was the principal source of 
these migratory labourers. 'I'he numbers furnished by the other counties of 
Connaught in lSfl6, are: — Galway, 1,712; Roscommon, 1,461 (including 1,314 from 
the portion of Castlereagh Union in this county) ; Sligo, 965 ; Leitrim, 293. 

The next province in importance, as to the supply of migratoiy labourers, is Ulster. 
The total number furnished by Ulster is 2,817 : of these, 3,534 (or 90'0 per cent.) 
are natives ot the county of Donegal. The numbers furnished by the various Poor Law 
Unions inthiscounty include— Glenties, 1,U54 ; Dunfanaghy,S99 ; Millford, 248; Inishowen, 
206, the other unions furnishing but small numbers. It will be observed that the 
numbers for the four unions named make a total of 2,407, showing that nearly all 
the migratory labourers of Donegal and more than 85 per cent, of all from Ulster are 
natives of the very limited area along the Donegal coast comprised in these four 
unions. Of the Ulster countie.? the next in order to Donegal is Armagh, which 
furnishes 130, of whom 99 are natives of Newry Union. The county of Tyrone 
furnishes SI ; Monaghan, 29 ; Cavan, 28 ; Antrim, 23 ; Down, 18 ; Londonderry, 13 ; 
and Fermanagh, 11. 

The province of Munster furnishes 159. They are distributed as follows: — Kerry 
County, 88 ; Cork, 52; Waterford, 11 ; Limerick, 4 ; Clare, 3; and Tipperary, I. 

The province of Leinster furnishes only 42 migratory labourers. These are princi* 
pally natives of the counties of Louth and Longford, which respectively furnish 17 and 
15, or 76 ‘2 per cent, of the whole number from this province. The only labourers from 
other counties in Leinster are 9 fr’om Westmeath, and 1 from Wexford. There are 
this year no migratory labourers from Carlow, Dublin, Kildare, Kilkenny, King’s 
Co., Meath, Queen’s Co,, or Wicklow. 

Comparing tho foregoing analysis with the corresponding returns for the year 1895, 
it will be observed that the total number of migratory labourers has increased by 2,193. 
In the province of Leinster the numbers show an increase of 12, or 40 per cent; in 
Munster an increase of 19, or 13'6 per cent. In these two provinces the niimbers were 
so small in 1895 and 1896 that they could not have any appreciable effect on the social 
condition of the labouring classes or on. the labour market. In Ulster the number in 
1895 was 1,888, and in 1896 it is 2,817, being an increase of 929, or 4y‘2percent, 
An increase of 965 occurred in Donegal, which county is the chief residence of the 
migratory labourers of Ulster. The number for Connaught rose from 9,877 in 1886 to 
10,148 in 1887 ; it fell to 9,941 in 1888, rose to 10,271 in 1889, and to 12,034 in 1890, fell 
to 11,069 in 1891, rose to 13,661 in 1892, fell to 12,589 in 1898, rose to 13,474 in 
1894. fell to 12,061 in 1895, and rose to 13,294 in 1896 ; the last number showing an 
increase of 1,233, or 10’2 per cent., when compared with that for 1895. These figures 
show that a large number of the irihabitants of Connaught still pursue the avocation 
of migratory labourers. Mayo as usual heads the county list, showing an increase 
of 489 as compared with the nmnber for the county in 1895. 


II. — The 'proportion which the migratory labourers bear to the population resident 
in the distnets from which they come is a matter of more importance than the absolute 
namber from any particular area. In Table I. the proportion of migratory labourers 
per 1,000 of the population is given. It will be observed that the proportion for the 
whole of Ireland is but 3-5 per 1,000, but when considered by provinces it is found 
that the proportion in Connaught is 18‘3 per 1,000; in Ulster it is 17; in 
Munster, 0‘1 ; and in Leinster, 0’U4. 

A more exact analysis of the numbers famished by Connaught shows that in Mayo 
the proportion of migratory labourers to the population reached the large number of 
40-5 per 1,000; in Roscommon it was 12‘8 ; in Sligo, 9’8; in Galway, 8'0 ; and in 
Leitrim, 37. 

In Ulster, the proportion reached 1 37 in Donegal, and 0’9 in Armagh ; but in all other 
counties it was much under I'O per 1,000. 
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AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS, IRELAND, 1896. 


In Munster the highest rate per 1,000 is in Kerry ; but in all llie other counties 
of this province the numbers are so small that they are not likely to have any import- 
ant general effect. 

In Leinster the highest rate per 1,000 is 0'3 in Longford. 

The following are, therefore, the counties in which the influence of the migration 
of labourei-s is most likely to be felt : — 

Mayo, . . . 40'5 ])er 1,000. ! Sligo, . . 9‘8 per 1,000. 

Donegal, . . 13-7 per 1,000. j Galway, . . 8‘0 pei‘ 1,000. 

Roscommon, . . 12'S {>er 1,000. | 

In Leitrim the number (37 per 1,000) appears to be suCScieutly large to produce 
an appreciable effect. 


Table II, — Showing by Pooa Law Unions the Number of Migratouy Agricultuiiai, Labourers (in 189GJ 
whose usual Residence is situated therein ; with the Proportion of such Labourers to every 1,000 
of the PoPULATioK, aecording to the Cetmts of 1891. 
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The foUowing statement shows the proportion of Migratory Labourers in all those 
Poor Law Unions where it exceeds 10 per 1,000 of the population, according to the 
Census of 1891. 
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The proportion of migratory labourers to the adult male population is an important 
element. This is shown in Table III., and the results are still more striking than 
when the numbers are viewed merely in relation to the total population. 

In this statement Mayo appears in a still more remarkable light, for it is found that 
no less than 17 0 per cent, of the adult male population usually seek employment at a 
distance from their homes. In no other county in Ireland does the proportion reach 
6 per cent. 

In Donegal the proportion is 51 per cent; in Roscommon, 4'8; in Sligo, 3 8 ; in 
Galway, 3'1 j in Leitrim, 1-4 ; in no other county does it roach 1 per cent. 
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Tablb m.— Showing for each County and Pronnce theNnmher of Migratory Agncnltaral Labourers in 189G 
whose usual Residence is situated therein ; the Total Number of Males Twenty years of age and upwards, 
according » the Census of 1891, and the proportion per cent, of Migi-atory Lalwurers to the latter number. 
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III. — Th& social position of the Irish Migratory Labourer at home is beat estimated by 
the fact of his bein^ or not being a landholder ; and , if a landholder, by the extent of his 
holding. Table l\. contains the required information, from which it appears, that of the 
16,312 Irish migratory laboui'ers 11,798 or 72‘3 per cent, are not landholders. The 
per-centage of migratory labourers who are not landholders, is shown by provinces 
m the foUowmg statement : — 

Consnught, . . . . ; . . 715 

Ulster, ....... 75'5 

Leinster, ....... 83-3 

Munster, ....... 84-3 


The landholding migratory labourers are proportionally more numerous in 
Connaught than elsewhere, and the average amount of land held by those who are 
l^dholaers is greater in ^at Province. The number of landholders; the number 
having over five acres ; the number with holdings not exceeding five acres ; and the 
per-centage of holdings not exceeding five acres are as follow : — 


Connauglit, 

Ulster, 

M mister, 
Leinster, 


Kumb«r of lllgr&tor; Holdenof 

Lsbourm wbo we Lanciliolden. orar Bve acres. 

3,793 3,360 
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25 13 
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433 
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13 
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Fer-oanta^ ool 
areeadlDR lire acrec 

11-4 

20-3 

48-0 

38-6 


A further reference to Table IV. will show that it is only in Connaught that any 
considerable number of migratory labourers hold farms exceeding an area of fifteen 
acres. In considering this point the low value of the land in many parts of Connaught 
must be borne in mind. 

It will be found on analysis by counties and unions tbat the condition of the 
migratory labourers in relation to the land bears pretty much the same ratio as when 
considers by provinces : the proportions no doubt va^ within small limits, as will be 
seen by i^pection of the Table in the Appendix, ft will be observed that of the 
8,863 natives of Mayo, 2,984, or 33'1 per cent., are landholders, and of these 2,934 only 
346, or 11‘8 per cent., occupy holdings not exceeding five acres. 
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Table IY. — Sliowing, by Provinces, tbe number of Migiutoiy Agricultural Labourer’s in 1S96, 
not LanJiioklei’s ; also the number having Land, and the Size of theii’ Holdings. 
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IV . — The destination of the migmtory hibourtrs the next point requiring special 
attention. Tire following statement shows the destination of the Migratory Labourers 
from each Province : — 


Provinces, 


Elscwlicie iQ Ireland. Eagland. 


Scotland. 


Lc'Uifitcr, 

lluustci-, 

Uktor, 

Coiuuuiglit, 


14 21 7 

123 34 3 

221 172 2,424 

39 12,497 75S 


Total, . 397 


3,191 


It appears that 7S‘0 per cent, sought work in England, 19‘6 per cent, in Scotland, 
and 2'4 per cent, in Ireland. 

A comparison of the provinces shows that in Leinster of the 42 labourers, 28 sought 
■employment in Great Britain, and 14, or 33’3 per cent., in Ireland. 

In Munster, of the 159 labourers, 36 sought work in Great Britain, and 123, or 77 J: 
per cent., merely migrated to other parts of Ireland. 

In Ulster, of the 2,817 labourers, 2,596 sought work in Great Britain (172 in England, 
and 2.424 in Scotland), and 221, or 7*8 per cent., sought employment in Ireland. 

In Connaught, of the 13,294 laboui-ers, 13,255 sought work in Great Britain (only 758 
•of these in Scotland), and but 39, or 0'3 per cent, in Ireland. 


The Chairman of the Midland Great Western Eailway'has, with his usual kindness, 
fiirnished the statistics of “haiwestmen” travelling over that Company’s lines to 
Dublin, which will be found in the Appendix, p. 17, and tbe customary returns 
from the various provincial ports have been collected by the emigration enumerators, 
-and a summary thereof is given on page 16. 

From the two statements referred to f the Railway and Port Statistics) it would appear 
that 32,945 agricultural labourers travelled as Passengers journeying to seek employment 
at a distance from their homes. Comparing these figures with those for 1895, they show 
an increase of 968. 
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The retui'DS for tlie ports show an increase from 8,294 in 1S95 to 11,027 this year; in 
the Midland Great Western jElailway returns a decrease is obsciwod, for in 1895 the 
number of harvestmen carried by the Company was 23,688, whereas in 1896 the number 
was 21,918, or 1,770 less than in the previous year. Tlie number of harvestmen who 
travelled over this line in 1894 was 23,613 ; in 1893 it was ‘23,535 ; In 1892 it was 
27,071; in 1891 it was 25,659 ; in 1890 it was 24,535 ; in 1889 it was 22,435 ; in 1888 
it was 22,800 ; in 1887 it was 21,355 ; in 1S86 it was 21,698 ; in 18S5 it was 22,610; 
in 1884 it was 22,500 ; in 1883 it was 22,111 ; in 1882 it was 21,422, and in 1 881 it 
was 26,367. 

It will be observed that there is a larpfc discrepancy between the total number 
(32,945) given in the Railway and Port Statistics, and that (16,312) shown in the 
Tables compiled fi’om the Returns made by the Enumerators of Agricultural Statistics. 
In considering this discrepancy, which is somewhat similar to tliat noticed in previous 
years, it should be borne m mmd that a large number of the agricultural laboui'ei-s who 
migrate annually to England pay two visits, and that this is an olcment which it is impos- 
sible accurately to eliminate from the emigration and railway returns. On inquiry at the 
Midland Great Western Railway I have been informed that, “about 3,000 go twice 
each year,” and that, “a large number remain in the counties near Dublin,” but the 
Emigration Returns contain no infoiTOation on tliis point Again, there arc doubtlc« 
many persons who, at the time of the collection of the infoi-matloii by the Enumerators 
of Agricultural Statistics, did not intend to migi’ate, but whom circumstances sub- 
sequently led to do so, and it is equally probable that the Emigration Returns inciude 
many persons who are town labourers, not agilcultural labourers. Wlien due allowance 
is made for these facts, it will be found that the numbers returned by the Enumerators 
of Agricultm'al Statistics repi'esent those who habitually pursue the avocation of 
migratory agricultural labourers. 


I have the honour to remain, 

Your Excellency’s faithful servant, 


THOS. W. GRIMSHAW, 

Registrar-General. 


General Register Office, 

Charlemont House, Dublin, 

18«A September, 1896. 
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APPENDIX. 


TADtE sliowiug, by Counties ancl Poor-Law Unions, tlie number of Migintory Agricultmul Lftbourci-s, whose usual Residence is 
situatetl therein ; the Area of their Holdings in Statute Acres ; the place in wliicli lliey sought or intended to seek Employ- 
ment; and the Number who hml not lofc their Homes at tlm time (mouth of June, 1896) the Euumeintors took the Returns. 


Province of Leinster. 


Baltiscuss, part of. 
Callow, „ 
Essiscortut, 

SlllLLULACn, „ 


Bublln Countjr. 
&ALBOTUSBV, 
Celbridob, partof, 
DcBLiH, North, . 
Dubun, Somn, . 

DUNSlIAOaBLIN, put of 


Kilkenny County. 
Oallan, part of, 


CAaRrcx-os-SuiR, 
CAni.ECOji£a, 
Kukensv, . 

N sw Ross, port of, 

TuOMlSTO'IVfl, 
UklirufoiU), part of. 


XlDg’s County. 
Bdbndkrrt, put of, 
MootfTMRtllCR, „ 
Parsobstown, „ 
Rosorba, „ 

Tcllauore, „ 


l*onsford CountT. 
Bauviurob, part of, . 
Orabars, „ 
hOIOFOBD, . 


loatb County. 
A ROES, part of, 
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AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS, IRELAND, 1896. 

Tablb aboving, by Coantica and Poor Law Unions, tlio mimbor of Migratory Agricultural Labourers, he. — continued. 
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TiBLE showing, by Countioe and Poor Law Unions, the number of Migratory Agricultural liibourers, &c. — eoTiiinued. 
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AGRrCULTCJRAL STATISTI08, IRELAND. 1S06. 

Table allowing, by CoitnSies and Poor Law tTnious, the niunber of Migratory Agiicultmul Laboui-ci-s, J:c. amiinwd. 

Province of Ulster. 
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Table allowing, l>y Conutiea nml Poor Law Unions, bite number of iligrntoiy Agrioultuiul Labourers, «Sic . — continutcL 
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Ifl AOEICULTUHAL STATISTICS, IRELAND, 1896. 

Table atowiag, by Ckmnties ood Poor Law Unions, tbo number oi Migratory AgriciJtural Labourers, &c. — cwunvuid. 


aOONTtBS 

AND 

POOH LAW UNIONS. 

ri 

II 

S-=S 

ill 



UlOKilTORir AaKICULniRALlaDOVRI 

MHX* 




8 .1 
it 

P 

Wrk 


vm. 

10 

I|:ji 

's3||l 

1^5 

jllli 

1 

f 

X 

8 

-s’* 

if 

8 

■i 

-1 

if 

if 

ii 

< 

S 

}l 

1" 

p 

h 

“a 

si 

II 

|i 

If 

Is 

if 

if 

®l 

ll 

ll 

II 

If 

if 

1 

<6 

J 

1 

fi 

a 

1 

i 

Bllco CouBtr* 

BAAMMA,paitof, . 

DaoMoae West, . 
Sudo 

ToscitntaaT, 

Totai, 

21 

115 

45 

478 

1 

2 

'i 

*2 

'2 

■i 

5 

' 3 

' 5 

U 

12 

■2 

92 

14 

66 

■|D 

6 

10 

■9 

■9 

21 

1.37 

.33 

»1 

7U3 

142 

40 

13 

IS 

14 

• 

21 

87 

3 

197 

6B4 

2 

B 

B 

B 

7 

■ 

m 

Bl 

■ 

Bl 

■ 

■ 

(«)10 

IWj 

919 

42 

4 1 258 

SUMMARY BY PROVINCES. 

PROVINCES. 




















Lssrstbb, . 

35 





2 

2 

2 

3 






42 

21 

7 

14 

8 

UcNSTBIt, . 

134 

2 

1 

4 

3 

2 

12 

3 

1 

2 

3 

1 


3 

159 

.14 

2 

123 

51 

Uuteb, 

2.128 

5 

20 

22 

49 

43 

139 

205 

126 

75 

21 

41 

20 

62 

2,111* 

172 

2.424 

Ml 

1,286 

COHNIVQBT,. 

9,501 

1C 

56 

91 

13B 

132 

433 

1,362 

9->2 

541 

221 

141 

104 

69 

13,291 

10,497 

750 

:19 

2,266 

Toth or Ikeu^ui, 

n.;98 

23 

77 

117 

190 

1*9 

5B6 

1,572 

1,032 

613 

245 

IBS 

124 

134 

16,313 

12,724 

.1,191 

397 

3,598 


(a) CooprUiDf 1 cub «( 15, 51, 55, 50, 65, 65, 73, 83 ud B1 teru, and 1 of 243 aerOA 


Retuen sho^7ingthe Number of Laboubeiis who loft each of the undermentioned POR'i’S ixom Uie 
1st January. 1896, to the 31st August, 1896, for temporary emplojrment in England or Scotland. 


Po„., 

,719111)7. 

Pcljmrj-. 

Uirch. 

April. 

&ti7. 


Jolp. 


Uu' end of 
August 

Ballina, 

i 

27 

8 

26 

21 





BelLst, 
Cclenme, . 

27 

369 

25 

3G7 

33 

378 

7 

620 

36 

246 

62 

102 

2,608 

Cork, 

DrogLeda, . 

10 

3 

24 

8 

37 

63 

6 

.56 

IG 

40 

22 

41 

6 

1C 

2GC 

63 

Dundalk, . 
Qfllway, 

1 

1 

4 

1 

9 

2 

17 

230 

28 

19 

310 

Greenore, . 

7 

9 

3C 

38 

76 





Limerick, . 


165 

175 

177 

176 

179 

193 

230 

1,403 

Londonderry, 
Ne^uy, 
Portru^, . 

319 

37 

442 

23 

355 

25 

288 

33 

569 

50 

619 

27 

478 

26 

571 

25 

3,641 

246 

Sligo, 

Warrenpoint, 

35 

103 

58 

93 

178 

486 

h 


993 

Waterford, 
Westport, . 
Weifotd, . 

16 

'r 

16 

35 

5 

45 

39 

8 

45 

lU 

14 

80 

124 

8 

21 

121 

10 

34 

14 

22 

5 

279 

433 

71 

Total, 

900 

1,256 

1,187 

1,276 

2,233 

2,204 

974 

999 

11,027 
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NojiBEB of Hauvestmen Conveyed over the Midland Gkbat Western Railwat System from tlie 
undermentioned Stations to Ddblin, during the Season of 1896. 


Station. 

Nnmbar 

of 

HarTMlraCD. 

Poor Law Uaion. 

County- 

Athinno, 

.1.1 

Atlilone, 


Roscommon. 

Bulliiiaaloe, 

39 

Ballinaaloe, 


Galway, 

Wootlluwn, 

266 

Do. 


Do. 

Athenry, . . . 

146 

Louglirea, 


Do. 

Diiiiiimnn, . , 

561 

RoscommoB, 


Do. 

Loiij^oril, . 

61 

Longford, . 


Longford. 

Diiimod. 

42 

Mohill, . 


Leitrim. 

C-UTick-on-Shaiinoa, . 

13 

Caniukoa-SiiaDBOB, . 

Do. 

Buyle, 

119 

Boyle, 


Roscommon. 

BiiLlymote, . 

880 

Sligo, 


Sligo. 

Sligo, 

18 

Do. 


Do. 

ItidlyKidiire, 

13 

Do. 


Do. 

EiImo>iiI.<itown, 

36 

Castlereagb, 


Mayo. 

l!:il]itglt.'uleiTeeD, 

2,981 

Do. 


Do. 

RoficDiumou, 

327 

Roscommon, 


Roscommon. 

RftllyjHOe, . 

280 

tileDiiiimtulUy, 


Galway. 

Cnstlcrciigli, 

41b 

Citatlereagb, 


Boacommon. 

BiUliiUoiigli, . 

1,158 

Do. 


Do. 

Biillyluuinis, 

3,255 

Ckremorru, 


Mayo. 

Cliiromorris, . 

2,171 

Do. 


Do. 

Bulla, . . 

CS5 

Unstiebar, . 


Do. 

.Mimullii, 

99 

Do. 


Do. 

CmtUcbAi', . 

996 

Do. 


Do. 

\Vw«t|»vt, . 

739 

Westiwrt, 4 


Do. 

Foxford, 

2,353 

Swinrford, 


Do. 

BalUmt, . . 

1,270 

Ritlina, 


Do. 

ColliwHcy, . 

79 

Sligo, 


Sliga 

Kilfitie, 

341 

Boyle, 


Do. 

Killolu, 

1 

RiUiila. 


Mayo, 

Batlinrobe, 

44 

Ballinrobo, 


Do. 

Hollvniotmt, 

43 

Do. 


Do. 

Arva Rood, 

1 

Cavan, . 


Cavan. 

Newport, . 

. 182 

Westjwrt, . 


Mayo. 

Ballyvjvry, . . 

833 

Castlebar, . 


Do. 

Killesluiailra, 

8 

Cavan, 


Cavan, 

AoliiU iSound, 

659 

Westport . 


Mayo. 

Mallartumy, 

323 

Do. 


Do. 

Total, . 4 

21,918 
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Dublin Castle, 


September, 1896. 


Siu, 

I have to acknowledge the Eeceipt of your Letter of the 18th instant, 
forwarding, for submission to His Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, the Report 
and Tables relating to Migi-atory Agricultural Labourers for the year 1896. 

I am, Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 

J. B. DOUGHERTY. 


The Registrar-General, 

Charlemont House, 

Rutland-square. 
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